
 
 

Watertown COVID-19 Data 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Watertown has been working hard to identify data that will help determine how and when people 
can interact in a safe way. The City wants to provide this data to help the community understand 
how decisions are being made. In addition to the publicly facing eight metrics, the City monitors 
process measures. These process measures look at transmission dynamics, lab result reporting 

timeliness, outbreak monitoring within specific populations, capacity for supporting 
isolation/quarantine, and contact attempts of both cases and contacts. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Three domains are used when compiling the City’s data metrics: 

1. Epidemiology: The City must have few enough cases of COVID-19 to be swiftly contained. 

This is an important parameter, and the thresholds for phased reopening are set a level that 

align with the progression of the epidemic locally. For percent positivity, the 10% maximum level 

comes from World Health Organization. However, Watertown is aiming for below 5% because it 

is where the city has been when the epidemic has been most under control in Watertown. 

2. Healthcare: A sustained, high testing level is a critical metric, as testing is how the City 

detects active infection and prevents transmission of COVID-19. Alongside testing to monitor 

the course of the epidemic, it is vital that healthcare systems are equipped to manage patient 

care in the context of a surge caused by COVID-19 as well as protect healthcare workers from 

infection. 

3. Public Health: The City’s ability to identify and isolate infections is critical to prevent further 

spread. Through rapid contact tracing, the City can identify and notify contacts who have been 

exposed. Through education and isolation assistance, the City can help keep people who test 

positive and their contacts be separated from others for the duration of the infectious period, 

and lower the risk of spread in the community.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Measure 
 

Percent Positive Tests 
Below a threshold of 5% for positive tests as a percent of not a case tests 
averaged across most recent 14-day period. Not is case is defined as the number 
of individuals who had a negative test result.  

 

Cases per Day 
Below a low incidence threshold of 0.71 new cases per 100,000 people per day. 
0.71 was used based on what the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) considers to be low incidence. The CDC defines low incidence as 10 or 
fewer new cases per 100,000 people over a period of 14 days. This rate is 
equivalent to 0.71 new cases per 100,000 people per day. Watertown would need 
2 or fewer cases per day averaged over 14 days to be at or below the threshold. 

 

Testing 
Robust testing is in place. Testing is available to all residents with Covid-like 
symptoms, with priority to vulnerable populations. 

 

Treated without Crisis Care 
Treat all cases without crisis care, including facility use, staffing, and critical supply. 

 

Positive Healthcare Workers  
Stable or decreasing numbers of infected healthcare workers in the most recent 14-
day period. 

 

Surveillance  
A downward trajectory of COVID-19-like syndromic cases reported within a 14 day- 
period. This number only considers confirmed positive cases.  

 


